
Tom Pritz Burial Homily,   March 25,  2017

• With family and friends, and fellow church members, we gather today to give 
thanks. We give thanks for the life of Thomas Richard Pritz, Senior, a long time 
member of this church, and of our community. Maryann and Eric have shared 
personal remembrances of Tom, which reflect his family’s love, as well as our 
community’s appreciation for him. Sharing our love and appreciation in this way, 
can be a difficult thing to do. For, precisely because of our affection and regard for 
departed family members and friends, we feel pain when we lose them from our 
immediate experience. 

• This is why we pray the particular words that we find in the opening collects of our 
burial rite. Specifically, we ask our God of grace to console those of us who mourn, 
that we might not be overwhelmed by our loss.  At the same time, we pray for 1

faith, to see death as the doorway to eternal life. Our doorway into eternal life is 
Jesus, who through his death and resurrection opened the way for us. As he 
teaches us in our Gospel reading today, it is his Father’s will that all who see him, 
and believe in him, may have eternal life.  For he who “rose victorious from the 2

dead, … comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life.”  3

• So, it’s not only ok for us to acknowledge and name our experience of loss, it’s 
important for us to do so. This is because our experience of loss is a sign of our 
love. And it reminds us of our need for the grace of faith and of hope. Let’s name 
the kinds of loss we experience at a time like this. We experience the loss of the 
immediate presence of our family member and friend who has died. We can 
experience feeling lost ourselves, when we wrestle with difficult emotions, and try 
to make sense of the mystery of death. And, we can also experience a fear of loss, 
as we contemplate the uncertainty of our own death. For we naturally fear losing 
our sense of connection with those we love, and the circumstances we leave 
behind. All this is why Jesus’ words in our Gospel today are so important. He says, 
“this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day.” 

• In the midst of our experience of fear and loss, he finds us. He finds us in order 
that we might find him. And, in finding him, we will not be lost. ~> Even through 
the mystery of death. Even when we experience the painful loss of our loved ones. 
For, through faith, we know better.  
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• This “raising up on the last day,” which Jesus is talking about, begins on what we 
might refer to as our own ‘last day.’ We enter the ‘eternal life’ he gives us when we 
are baptized. For in Baptism we are joined to his death. And having been joined to 
his death, we have also been joined to his resurrection. Therefore, we don’t need 
to fear our own last day and death. Because, in a sense, our own last day has 
already happened. The last day of our old life was and is the first day of our new, 
baptismal, life in him. And baptismal life is the first stage of eternal life. We can see 
this in how we have already begun to die to certain things, and to certain ways of 
living. At the same time, we have already begun to live into the power of his 
resurrection. 

• Jesus speaks of having come down from heaven to do the will of the One who 
sent him. What he means by this becomes more clear when we remember what he 
taught us in the Lord’s Prayer. He told us to say this to God: “Your kingdom come; 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.” These words do not amount to asking 
God to fulfill a tentative possibility, concerning something that might or might not 
happen. By teaching us this prayer, Jesus actually began to fulfill what he was 
talking about. For, by teaching us his prayer, he was doing the will of his Father in 
heaven. And so, by teaching us to speak to his Father as our Father, Jesus was 
already bringing the kingdom of heaven down to earth. He was bringing eternal 
life down into the actual circumstances of our transitory earthly lives. And he was 
transforming us from being the exploited objects of the kingdoms of this world, 
into beloved participants in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

• John says in his first letter, that we love because God first loved us.  Even though 4

we may not be conscious of it, God, as the great Finder, has already found us. So, 
our challenge is not to try and find God! Our challenge is to open ourselves to the 
truth that we have already been found by God. We find ourselves as ones who 
have been found. And this is why he assures us about the will of his Father. The will 
of his Father and of our Father, is that he should not lose any of those who have 
been given to him. Knowing ourselves to have been found, we know we will not be 
lost. And he promises that we will not be driven away. 

• Tom once told me about a source of his assurance for all this. We were alone, after 
the Eucharist. And he was speaking about his experience of the power of prayer. 
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He then quietly shared his faith with me, by telling me about how God’s grace and 
mercy had touched him in a very personal way. He saw God’s grace and mercy in 
action when his son, Tom Jr., experienced a healing from a very serious illness. I 
will always remember Tom Sr.’s witness to God’s merciful grace. 

• In a little while, we will participate in, and observe, something equally remarkable. 
Members of Tom’s family will bring forward gifts of bread and wine, to be placed 
upon the altar. To our heavenly Father, we will pray these words over the gifts: 
“Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.” We will then 
pray for a grace-enabled spiritual transformation within ourselves: “Sanctify us also, 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom.”  

• Like Tom, having been Baptized into the Body of Christ, and into the Communion 
of Saints, we have already been brought into God’s joyful Kingdom. And through 
our Eucharistic communion, we share Kingdom joy with one another, even in 
moments of loss. As we will soon pray in our Eucharistic Prayer, to the faith-
enabled eyes of God’s people, ”life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal 
body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the 
heavens.”  This dwelling place eternal is the same one Jesus spoke about, when 5

he told his disciples at the Last Supper, to not let their hearts be troubled. For, as 
he said, “in my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.”  6

• Thanks be to God. Thanks be to our Father, for his amazing grace that sought out 
the likes of us. Thanks be to God for the grace that relieved our fears. Once we 
were lost, but now have been found. And, once we were blind, but now we see.  7
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James Tissot, (Jesus teaches) The Lord’s Prayer 

Jesus said, “I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him 
who sent me.”  And he taught us to say, “Your kingdom come; your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.” 
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John 6:37-40 

Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I 
will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the 
will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; 
and I will raise them up on the last day.” 

Notes: 

 See The Burial of the Dead: Rite Two, in The Book of Common Prayer, p. 493 and 494.1

 See John 6:37-40, especially in the larger context of John 6:22-402

 See the Proper Preface for the Burial of the Dead in The Book of Common Prayer, which is prayed (at a 3

designated point) in Eucharistic Prayers at funerals, found on page 382.

 1 John 4:19.4

 From the same Proper Preface, cited in Note 3, above.5

 See John 14:1ff, in a Book of Common Prayer appointed passage designated for funerals.6

 To adapt the familiar words written by the Anglican clergyman, John Newton (1725-1807), as a hymn 7

text to accompany his sermon for New Year’s Day, 1773. We will hear “Amazing Grace,” played by a 
bagpiper, as we process to the Columbarium.
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