
Temptation and Affirmation ~  “the Son of God” in Matthew 

Matthew 3:16-17:  At the Baptism of Jesus  [affirmation: a voice from heaven] 
16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Matthew 4:3:  First Temptation  [the voice of the tempter] 
The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 

Matthew 4:6:  Second Temptation  [the voice of the devil] 
[The devil said to him] “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 
not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

[Matthew 4:8-9: Third Temptation {same theme, but implied}    [the voice of the devil] 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.”]    {the “Son of God” would never do this} 

Matthew 8:29: Demons recognize Jesus’ identity  [implied affirmation: the voices of demons] 
Suddenly [the demons] shouted, “What have you to do with us, Son of God? Have you come here 
to torment us before the time?” 

Matthew 14:33: Disciples express faith  [affirmation: the voices of the disciples] 
And [the disciples] in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Matthew 16:16: Peter expresses faith  [affirmation: the voice of Peter] 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 26:63:  Jesus on Trial  [the voice of the high priest / temptation] 
But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, 
tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 

Matthew 27:40:  Jesus mocked  [the voice of temptation returns] 
Those who passed by said, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 

Matthew 27:54: At the Death of Jesus, soldiers express faith  [affirmation: voices of soldiers] 
54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”


