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• Imagine what it would look like! — Imagine walking into this space for 
worship, and seeing our glorious mural, without anything in the way! 
Imagine seeing the image of our risen Lord, ready to give you the bread of 
life. Like in so many churches throughout Christian history, our building 
visually reminds us of the holy. When we encounter our beautiful mural and 
stained glass windows, we are alerted to the transcendent mystery of God’s 
presence among us. Before we say anything in the liturgy, the church speaks 
to us of higher things. Our building and its furnishings speak of glory that 
has been revealed, and of possibilities yet to be disclosed. 

• With our mural, we have a treasure. Our mural is a treasure because it 
captures so well what its title suggests, The Joy of Redemption. As Paul says, 
“the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ … has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.”  The Risen Lord has emerged from the tomb of darkness to 1

bring us Light. From his own hands, he gives us the Bread of Life. The 
treasure here is more than an evocative vision of glory. For the treasure is 
the reality that has come to dwell within us. As Paul goes on to say, “we have 
this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 
power belongs to God and does not come from us.” The Lord who is at the 
center of the mural is the Lord who is at the center of our church, and at the 
center of our lives. 

• And so, every Sunday, our liturgy begins with an important signal. The 
celebrant does not start the service by acknowledging your presence; the 
celebrant does not begin by greeting you, with words like, “Hi! It’s great to 
see you. I am glad you’re here.” Instead, we say words that are functionally 
similar, but which have a different focus. Our liturgy begins by 
acknowledging God’s presence among us: “Blessed be God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.” Having first acknowledged God’s centrality in what we do 
here, we then speak directly to God: “Almighty God, to you all hearts are 
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open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid…” After asking 
God to cleanse the thoughts of our hearts, we sing a hymn of praise to God, 
“Glory to God in the highest…” 

• Noticing this sequence is important. It reminds us that though our gathering 
here has a social dimension, we are not here primarily to have fellowship 
with one another. Our first purpose for being here is to renew our conscious 
fellowship with God. And having put God first in our thoughts and in our 
prayers, we are then prepared to have godly fellowship with one another. By 
reminding ourselves of the blessedness of God, we are better enabled to 
bless one another. 

• In other words, the first thing that we do when we gather in this space is to 
alert ourselves to the mysterious presence of God. Through Baptism, God is 
already an integral part of our lives, already within us, and already between 
us. Yet, even though all this is true, we need to be reminded of God’s 
presence. Reminded of this reality, we are better able consciously and 
actively to participate in the mystery of God dwelling within us, and the 
mystery of God abiding between us.  2

• We are, as Paul says, stewards of God’s mysteries ~ being that we are 
servants of Christ.  In the process, we are stewards of God’s mysterious 3

presence within us and among us. Being a steward means being entrusted 
with something valuable that is not our own, That which is entrusted to us, is 
shared with us, according to the will and purposes of the owner. God shares 
the divine self with us not for our sake, but for the sake of God’s purposes, in 
God’s mission. 

• In the uplifting words from last week’s Philippians 2 reading, we heard what 
is often called the Christ hymn. It celebrates how, in Jesus, God emptied self 
so that we could become full. After ‘singing’ about how Jesus was then 
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exalted by God, Paul goes on to say something quite remarkable: “…God… 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.”  Through Christ, in the Holy Spirit, God is mysteriously at work 4

within us, enabling us! God is enabling us both to will, and to work, for 
God’s good pleasure. The mystery of God’s presence within us and among 
us has to do with participating in God’s will, and with participating in God’s 
mission. And as we do, we don’t simply work for God, or only as inspired by 
God. We participate in God’s mission because God’s mission is alive and 
active in the world, in and through us. This is the central mystery of which we 
have been made stewards. 

• So, what —more precisely— does it mean to be a steward of the mystery of 
God’s presence within us, and among us? It means that we actively value 
what we have been entrusted with. Paul gets at this in today’s reading from 
Philippians. After listing some status symbols he either inherited or attained, 
he then tells us what he values most: "whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him.”  In other 5

words, coming to find true value in Christ, everything else becomes 
discounted and reduced in significance. 

• And the key point to notice is that Paul’s re-valuing of everything does not 
begin with him; it begins with God. He points to a righteousness from God 
based on faith, and to knowing Christ and the power of his resurrection. He 
presses on toward living into these realities, and not just because it seems 
like a good idea. Paul presses on to make righteousness from God, and 
knowing Christ, experiences of his own, because Christ Jesus has made Paul 
one of God’s own! 
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• We can say the same thing. In Baptism, Christ Jesus has made us his own. 
Because he has made us his own, he is in us, and we are in him. Through 
Christ, God is at work in us, and among us. Through Christ, God enables us 
both to will and to work for God’s good pleasure.  And so, first we become 6

bearers of God’s mysterious presence. Then we become sharers with one 
another of this same mystery. This is why we are here today: for here, we 
continue to be formed as stewards. And we are formed as stewards of God’s 
mysterious presence in the world. 
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Carl Zimmerman , The Joy of Redemption, 1958 
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Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in 
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when 
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;  

this was the Lord’s doing,  
and it is amazing in our eyes’?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet.  

Notes: 

 See 2 Corinthians 4:6-7 for this and the following quote.1

 Note the ways that the New Testament develops the metaphor of God dwelling with us, building 2

upon the Exodus imagery of the Tent of Presence. See the use of the Greek word, skene, and its English 
equivalents, among them, “tabernacle” in Hebrews 9. See Luke 16:9, where the NRSV has the word 
“homes.”

 1 Corinthians 4:1.3

 See Philippians 2:13 in context.4

 From Philippians 3:4b-14.5

 A paraphrase of the previously quoted words from Philippians 2:13.6
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