
P R O P E R    23,  Oct. 15,  2017, Year A

• From time to time, we feel overcome by a challenge or by some kind of 
adversity. Perhaps it’s just when we’re young, before age and experience 
give us perspective. But for most of us, challenges reoccur throughout our 
lives. For example, we may have gone through this past summer 
experiencing a sense of balance. But then, come September, with vivid 
news coverage of two devastating hurricanes, and the mass shooting in Las 
Vegas, we may feel less resilient. Events like these trouble us, especially 
when we see and learn about the suffering of others. 

• We know that, just like anyone else, religious people are affected by chaos 
in the world. It’s possible that our faith makes us more vulnerable to 
worrisome events. Since we believe in an almighty and loving God, we can 
be confused and upset by unexpected troubles. For, if ‘God is love,’ and 
giver of all good gifts, two questions will bother us: How can God allow 
natural and moral evil to happen? And why does God tolerate the suffering 
of his creatures? 

• Once again, I return to Paul’s earlier words in Philippians, which we heard 
two weeks ago: “God… is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.”  These words may be hard to accept—and live 1

by—especially if we are discouraged or fearful about what is happening 
around us. Yes, we hear Paul in Scripture say that God is at work in us. But we 
may not feel like it’s actually true. Indeed, we may find it hard to believe that 
it could be true. 

• If what I am describing here sounds familiar, this is what we need to 
remember: Our feelings, moods and general equilibrium, are fickle, being 
subject to the ups and downs of our circumstances. Things happen to us, 
which are not of our own choosing. And feelings are the same way: they 
also “happen to us.” The difference between what happens to me, and what 
I choose for myself, is very significant. I can’t do much to change events in 
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the world. And I have difficulty keeping the emotions stirred by them from 
happening to me. But I can choose how I respond to them, in terms of what I 
decide, and what I will for myself. 

• So, instead of dwelling on feelings of discouragement, inadequacy and 
aloneness, I have another choice: I can choose to remember Paul’s words, 
and repeat them to myself: ‘God is at work within me. God is at work within 
me. God is at work within me, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.’ 

• This insight helps us hear, and then accept, Paul’s challenging words to us 
today.  He is saying something much more profound than “be happy,” or 2

“be cheerful!” Instead, Paul is urging us to make a choice ~ a decision to 
rejoice and give thanks, even if we may not feel like it. “Rejoice in the Lord 
always,” he says — which is different from saying, “always be happy about the 
world.” It may be hard to be thankful about the condition of the world. But, 
we can still be thankful for the Lord who overcomes disorder, and who in the 
end makes things right. Paul says that the Lord is near, and so we should not 
worry about anything. Believing that the Lord is near takes precedence over 
anxiety and concern about what is amiss. Believing that the Lord is near is a 
choice we make, and not a feeling we wait for. 

• Paul teaches us how another willed-decision accompanies relying on the 
Lord’s nearness. In all circumstances, we can—by prayer—let our requests be 
made known to God with thanksgiving. This is equally a result of choice, 
rather than depending on how we feel. When we make this conscious 
choice to give thanks in all circumstances, Paul tells us that the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard our hearts and our 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
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• Therefore, confidence, reassurance and peace are not simply feelings that 
may or may not happen to us. They are, instead, the result of willed-
decision-making. So, Paul asks us to keep on doing these things, and that 
when we do them, the peace of God will be with us. 

• When I dwell upon what I fear, on what makes me angry or depressed, I give 
in to feelings that happen to me ~ especially in relation to circumstances I 
cannot change. But Paul asks us to do the opposite. Instead of dwelling on 
the negative, he urges us to reflect on what is positive. Think instead, Paul 
says, about whatever is true, honorable and just: about whatever is pure, 
commendable and worthy of praise. And he urges this based on choices we 
can make. 

• Notice what Paul is not saying as he urges us onward. He is not saying, ‘hope 
for’ good things, which might happen someday. He is saying think about the 
good that is already true, and happening right now. 

• In our Gospel today, Jesus says that God’s kingdom ‘is like a king who gave 
a wedding banquet for his son.’ We have all been invited to this wedding 
banquet, and we are participating in it here today. Again and again, the 
servants of the king go out and call people to respond to the king’s 
invitation. But like so many in Jesus’ story, we let other things get in the way. 

• Among what gets in the way are things we worry about, or we feel pressure 
to get done. Our attention shifts from the wedding invitation, and gets 
centered on our calendar, and on our 'to do' list. Then we get distracted by 
our anxiety. 

• Again and again God’s invitation arrives, through the King's written Word, 
and through the voices of the King's servants who call us.  But other things 
press against and bend our priorities, and these other things shape our 
lives... even though we have been invited to a wedding! We are invited to a 
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celebration and a feast! Joy is written into the invitation.  But rather than let 3

God’s joy touch our hearts, strangely, we let lesser things inhabit our 
imaginations. Many gifts and wedding favors are given to those who come 
to this wedding supper. Yet, in time, the wedding comes to seem like a 
'work-day,' when so much seems to be asked of us. We then shrug off the 
invitation-bearers, as if they are a nuisance, rather than bearers of a joyful 
message. 

• So, let’s hear Paul again: For he says,”Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say 
Rejoice… The Lord is near.” As Eugene Peterson translates the following 
words, Paul also says, "Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let 
petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your 
concerns."  

• Worries can be fashioned into prayers, and concerns can be shaped into 
praises. We can voice our concerns with the Beloved. It’s a choice! But our 
natural inclination lets worries and concerns drift into complaints and 
laments. Yet, we can choose! We can choose to rejoice, and to pray, and to 
praise. Of course, it may seem perverse to try and give thanks for the things 
that cause us worry and concern. But we can still give thanks in the midst of 
those things. We can give thanks that, despite troubles, we have been 
included in the wedding supper of the Lamb. We give thanks that we have 
become members of the Bride of Christ. We have been joined to the 
Beloved, whose wedding banquet we are part of today. Thanks be to God! 
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Jim Janknegt , The Wedding Banquet 
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Matthew 22:1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said 
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went 
out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.  

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and 
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”  

Notes: 

 From Philippians 2:1-13.1

 See Philippians 4:1-9 for the following quotes and references.2

 I am fairly sure this is a remembered bit of phrasing from some prior reading, though I can’t precisely 3

credit the source.
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