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• This past Tuesday evening, I heard Jed Perl speak at Meijer Gardens. He just 
published the first volume of his new biography of Alexander Calder. 
Awaiting Perl’s talk, I overheard comments made by an apparently 
knowledgeable art patron. He mentioned the impending auction of 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting of Jesus, Salvator Mundi (mention bulletin copy). 
But the speaker suggested that the sale of an Andy Warhol Last Supper 
might eclipse attention to the Da Vinci. Well, as it turns out, the Andy Warhol 
sold for $65 million, while the Da Vinci sold for a world record $450 million! 
I can only say that, if I was a billionaire, I would have bought the Da Vinci ~ 
it’s just that beautiful! If I ever could make such a purchase, it would be an 
expression of what I value most. For this painting depicts the most valuable 
thing I know. And to paraphrase Jesus, Where our heart is, our treasure will 
surely follow.  1

• In recent years, we have become more familiar here with the idea of 
proportional giving. Proportional giving is a form of intentional living. This 
involves making conscious choices for our lives, and not simply living by 
default in familiar patterns. For example, we commonly give to the church by 
choosing an amount we think we can afford. I might say to myself, “well, I 
think I can give $20.00 a week to the church.” This comes after putting what 
we call the ‘necessities’ first, and then moving to discretionary choices and 
optional items. And so, housing, utilities and food top the list; maintenance 
and repairs to the car and new clothes come next. And then, with what’s left, 
we spend some on entertainment and relaxation. And perhaps, we give 
some to charity. Giving in a proportional way takes the opposite starting 
point. 

• In the hypothetical example I just gave, I might decide to give $20.00 a 
week to the church because the amount seems affordable. But I can also 
begin by comparing that $20.00 per week to my annual after-tax income. 
Suppose my annual take-home income is $25,000.00, or about $2,000.00 a 
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month.  A simple calculation shows me that my $20.00 a week gift to the 
church, or $80.00 a month, is about 4% of my net income. Realizing this, the 
following year I can decide to try and raise my gift from 4% to 5%. Here is 
the key insight: once we give in proportion to our income, we determine our 
gift at the beginning. We don’t wait to see how much is left at the end. 
Instead of offering to the Lord part of what’s left each month, we decide to 
make our offering first, and shape everything else around it. In this same 
example, even if my weekly gift is only $5.00, the principle is the same. I can 
see that my $5.00 a week, or $20.00 a month, is 1% of my monthly income 
of $2,000.00. And I can then decide to raise my gift to 2% in the following 
year. 

• People who give proportionally experience greater freedom. It comes from 
giving in an intentional way rather than in an occasional way. And giving 
intentionally, through the church, helps us express in action what we believe 
in our hearts—that God comes first in our lives. Realizing this, some people 
start their practice of proportional giving by choosing 10%, or a tithe, as 
their new standard. But for many, it’s more realistic to start where we are, and 
then increase the percentage every one or two years. 

• When Martha and I began to give proportionally, we were probably giving 
somewhere around 4-5% of our take-home income. With a change in jobs 
and a raise in salary, we decided to allocate some of that raise to increasing 
the percentage of our giving. We continued to raise that percentage over 
several years until we reached the 10% figure. As we did, we found what 
other people said was true. It was really freeing to give this way. And we 
were more on top of our money management than we were before. 

• Since then, we have continued to take this approach to giving. At first our 
goal was 10% of our after-tax, take-home, income. Then we moved to giving 
10% of my before-tax salary, and we see this as just the beginning of a new 
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journey, with a new horizon. Now, I hope to join those who feel so freed by 
giving 15 and even 20% of their income to our Lord. 

• Our approach used to be like the man who buried his talent out of prudent 
fear. We can all agree that fear is not a healthy basis for living or giving, even 
though it is sometimes unavoidable. Love for God, and for God’s mission, is 
a much more compelling motivation than fear of what might happen if we 
don’t give. Fear causes us to focus on ourselves, and try to protect ourselves 
from misfortune. For as we all know, misfortune comes in unpredictable 
ways and times. But insurance is not the whole or only answer. Those who 
seem most able, graciously, to deal with misfortune are those who have 
developed their ability to love. And our ability to love is correlated with our 
ability to give, and to give of ourselves and of our assets. We love. And then, 
we give. 

• This should not surprise us. For God is love. And God is gift. God gives and 
gives and gives. We are made in God’s image and likeness. And so, we are 
made to give and give. As our likeness with God is being restored, our 
ability to love and to give is being restored and renewed. 

• In Jesus’ day, the prudent thing to do with a vast amount of money, like that 
represented by a talent, was to bury it safely in the ground. 1 talent was 
roughly worth what a laborer might make in 15 years! Before dependable 
banks and laws regulating them, the most reliable way to return money to a 
master was to hide it. But Jesus surprises us. He positively commends the 
example of two people who decided to do what was considered risky and 
ill-judged. Jesus’ parable praises those who act with vision for the sake of 
God’s kingdom, in contrast to those who put more stock in personal safety. 

• Individually, and together as a community, we have been entrusted with 
many gifts. We will always be tempted to bury them, or store them up out of 
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fear. Yet, we can also give them for the sake of God’s mission, and put them 
to work for God’s Kingdom. First we love. And then, we give. The more we 
love others in God’s Kingdom, the more we are likely to give to God’s 
mission, and give to others and to their needs. For where our heart is, our 
treasure will surely follow. 
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Leonardo da Vinci, Salvator Mundi {Savior of the World} (ca 1500) 
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Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went 
off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 
two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 
of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received 
what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the 
ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’” 

Notes: 

 A paraphrase of Mt. 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”1
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