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• At the outset, let me state a difficulty. The difficulty I have in mind presents a 
challenge to you as well as to me. Last Sunday and today, we have heard 
Gospel readings from John that do not involve stories.  Compared to 1

stories, our readings from John sound abstract. They embody spiritual 
language, and they are of a mystical kind. As we know, our scripture 
readings are determined by the lectionary. And so, you and I can engage 
John’s Gospel reading. Or, we can ignore it, and focus instead on the one 
from Acts.  Precisely because Jesus’ words in John are so different from the 2

way we speak in everyday conversation, we may be tempted to go with the 
first reading, and its description of Paul in Athens. This is because stories 
always tend to grab us. Yet, Jesus’ speech-like words to the disciples, in both 
last week’s Gospel and in today’s, are among the most important that we 
find in the New Testament. I would like to share with you why we should 
invest ourselves in them. 

• As I do, let’s name and describe our common starting point. We are shaped 
by a culture that prizes useful devices, efficient procedures, and measurable 
results. Naturally, this leads us to assume that any gift which religion gives 
us, will fit neatly within these parameters. Things that have practical utility 
help us live better, in the circumstances where we find ourselves. If this view 
of life sounds sensible (and it does), we need to stop and ask a question vital 
to any reading of the New Testament: is this the way Jesus approached the 
world, and is this how he lived in it? Or, does our preference for the 
practical, efficient and measurable reflect more about us, than it does his life 
and teaching? 

• When people posed practical questions to Jesus, or sought from him useful 
worldly answers, he was often unhelpful. Curiously, he could be 
unintelligible and inaccessible! This is one of the most challenging aspects 
of the Gospels. Jesus was the one person who most surely displayed and 
embodied God’s heart of love. And yet, he spoke in images and parables, 
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many of which escaped the understanding of his first listeners. Mark’s 
Gospel features this theme of the hidden Messiah. And John’s Gospel 
embodies symbolic mystery as a necessary mode of communication, 
especially for conveying higher truths. All this is why I want to share with you 
my own devotion to, and my enthusiasm about, Jesus mystical words in 
today’s Gospel and, in last week’s, as well. After all, Scripture presents them 
as being how Jesus chose to speak to his disciples, and how he chose to 
speak to us. 

• This is the nub of what Jesus says to us: He is in the Father, and the Father is 
in him. The Spirit of truth abides with us, and is now in us. Jesus is in his 
Father, and we are in him, and he is in us. 

• Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel have no obvious practical benefit; they do 
not teach us about more efficient ways of living; they will not provide 
measurable outcomes. And yet, taken seriously—taken to heart—his words 
will utterly change our lives and our church. Now how can that be? 

• Well, if we do take Jesus’ words to heart, and remember their truth every 
day, it won’t be possible to think in what are more familiar ways. As baptized 
people, no longer can we say anything implying that God is not within us. 
We will refuse the idea that we need to seek and find God, as if God was not 
already present within our being. We will be careful not to use tentative 
words that suggest God might be near us, and occasionally touch our 
complicated lives. For if we embrace Jesus’ Gospel words about his being in 
us, and we being in him, we will recognize the false caricatures provided by 
these other ways of thinking ~ these ways of thinking about how God might 
sometimes be in our lives. Instead, Jesus tells us that, as a result of his 
Ascension, he is in us. Not just nearby, not just above or around us. He is in 
us. Because of this, we have true communion and fellowship with our 
heavenly Father. And we have it all the time, and not just occasionally. 
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• Let me spell this out: If, in faith, we accept Jesus’ words, that he is in us, then 
we are in a new place. We believe his promise, that—as his baptized disciples
—he will be in us. This is a first, and huge, step of faith. But then, what does it 
mean for him to be in us, and not simply to be around, near or above us? 
The answer is not ambiguous. He tells us two things. (1) If he is in us, then 
his relationship with his Father is in us. And (2), if his relationship with his 
Father is in us, then we are bound together with him, in his own eternal life 
with the Father. What makes this real for us, in everyday experience, is his 
promised gift of the Holy Spirit. For the Holy Spirit now dwells within us, and 
links all of us, one with another. In the Spirit, we have intimate fellowship 
through Jesus, with his Father. 

• And the key to all this is our reliance on the Faith that we all share, through 
our Baptism. The truth of these statements therefore does not rest upon 
individual belief, personal feelings or private convictions. So, we must avoid 
assuming that the truth of Jesus’ Gospel words depends on how true they 
seem to be, in any given context of our lives. 

• I have said that taking all this seriously will utterly change our lives, and our 
church. But then, how will that happen? It will happen in this way: We will be 
able to answer a number of questions that seem baffling and complicated 
to us. Questions like, why are you a Christian? Why do you go to church? 
What is Grace Church all about? Why would I want to visit there on Sunday? 

• Here are some answers to those questions: ➢ I am a Christian because I 
believe the things that the Bible and the Church propose, are true. ➢ I find 
that the wider Church through history sees, and knows, true things more 
clearly than I can by myself. ➢ I discover how things, described in the Bible, 
become more real in my experience when I worship with others in the 
Church’s liturgy. ➢ Most of all, when I participate with others in the Eucharist, 
I know in a deeper way, that Jesus is in his Father, and that we are in him, 
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and that he is in us. ~>  All this allows us to say to others: “Come! Come and 
join us at Grace Church! For we believe that you will find these things to be 
true, as well.” 

Jesus Pantocrator Moscow 
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John 14:15-21 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Notes: 

 See John 14:1-14 and 14:15-21.1

 See Acts 17:22-31.2
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