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• Lately, I have been reading and learning from a wonderfully perceptive 
book. It’s about the converging lives and work of four modern Roman 
Catholic authors. In it, Paul Elie explores the writing of Dorothy Day, Thomas 
Merton, Walker Percy and Flannery O’Conor. The book’s subtitle is, An 
American Pilgrimage. This theme of pilgrimage provides a meaningful 
metaphor. For, as we grow up, we gradually discern that we are on 
pilgrimage ~ both to find ourselves, and, to find the God who has already 
found us. And all the while, we seek to find our place in the world. 

• In one fashion or another, we are all on the road to Emmaus.  We are like the 1

earliest Christian pilgrims, not knowing that we have been found, and 
joined, by the One who is at first not seen nor recognized.  With those first 
two on the way to Emmaus, we ponder the meaning of the mysterious 
Passover events in Jerusalem, and our apparent place within them. 
Regardless of whether we’re physically traveling or not, we are on Camino-
like journeys. Our pilgrimage takes us from the partial to the whole, from 
brokenness to healing, and from darkness into light. We are therefore always 
on the way. We are on the way towards something whose meaning may not 
yet be clear. Yet, it still draws us onward. 

• Have you seen Martin Sheen’s movie about the Camino de Santiago? It is 
called The Way. The title has layers of meaning. To be on the way to some 
place, is to journey toward it. Journeying is something that we do. This is the 
first meaning.  

• Yet, a “way” can also be a thing in itself, and not just the means for getting 
somewhere. A way is something we can be part of. In Acts, we find several 
references to what Luke calls “the Way,” spelled with a capital “W.” For 
example, we learn about the pre-conversion Paul, who was “breathing 
threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,” and asking for letters 
from the hight priest. This was “so that, if he found any who belonged to the 
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Way,” he might arrest them.  Then, we read of ‘a Jew’ named Apollos, who 2

“had been instructed in the Way of the Lord; and [who] spoke with burning 
enthusiasm and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus.”  And later, 3

when Paul is under arrest and brought before the governor Felix, we are 
told that even Felix was “well informed about the Way”!   4

• The Way was and is what Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls ‘The Jesus 
Movement.” It’s more than a set of beliefs and a body of teaching, for it is 
something to which we can belong. The Way is a community of pilgrims, 
united by a common vision and a shared spirit. We travel through this world 
together on a path shaped by grace. 

• In our Gospel today, Jesus says, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.“  5

By this, he means for the Church to live into, and then to embody, his Way, 
his Truth and his Life. The Church is our journeying place. It is our context for 
sharing and receiving vitality. And, the Church is our source for abiding 
guidance. Life in the Church involves pilgrimage—a pilgrimage to discover 
or rediscover what makes us alive, and what helps us see reality. The Church 
is the Body of the Risen One. And so, through him and with him, we are the 
Way. And we are also fellow-travelers upon it. 

• In this same context, Jesus offers an evocative metaphor. He speaks of his 
“Father’s house,” which he says has many dwelling places. The translators of 
the King James Version rendered those last words in a memorable way ~ 
with the Father’s house as having “many mansions.” Jesus is not talking 
about the equivalent of bedrooms, dens or dining rooms. He is referring to 
something expansive, something that explodes our mental images, and 
which pushes aside our limited categories of thought. Perhaps a fairer way 
of rendering what he is saying, is this: ‘My Father’s realm has many 
dimensions, not just the two or three you are familiar with.’ 
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• ‘Dwelling places’ of course evokes the idea of a shelter or a home. A 
dwelling provides a place of refuge, and protection against the adversity of 
the natural elements. It was true for Noah and his family during the flood; it 
was true for Israel in the wilderness; it was longed-for during the exile in 
Babylon. And we long for such a place, too. 

• In this sense, while the Church is our desired context for journeying, the 
Church is also our given place of rest, retreat, and protection. If the Church is 
where broken people journey toward wholeness, and, it is, the Church is 
then a hospital for sinners.  We should never forget how, from our earliest 6

days, Christians have been known as those who act foolishly. How? By 
taking in abandoned babies, orphans and widows, caring for the lame and 
the sick, and forgiving those who are alienated because of moral 
indiscretions. The Church is where we are received, and where our wounds 
are dressed. And then, through the Church, we go out to take our place on 
the Jericho road, embracing other lost folks, who like us are hurt, and 
abandoned by the roadside. 

• So, how do we do this? How do we rise to meet the challenge that resides 
within these biblical themes? For they have to do with our new identity in 
the Risen Lord. Our reading from 1st Peter gives us an abiding image, with 
which we can think about our new place in the world. It’s not a place that we 
take, but one that we receive, through Grace. Peter urges us on, with stirring 
words, which he wants us to apply to our pathway forward: “Come to him, a 
living stone, … chosen and precious in God’s sight. [A]nd like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”   7

• This may help us to begin to see the connection between several different 
uses of the same biblical metaphor ~ a ‘house.’ Jesus speaks of his Father’s 
house ~ it’s the realm of his Father’s love and fellowship, which he also calls 
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the Kingdom. Peter wants us to see ourselves being built up together into a 
house, God’s own house, through Jesus. And both of these images evoke 
King David’s musings about building a house or a temple for the Ark of the 
Covenant. He wanted to build a house for the embodiment of God’s 
presence in Israel. Yet, God wanted to show David that he would be the 
head of ‘a house,’ which over time would include the birth of the Messiah. 
God promised to build a household for David, with a lineage that would 
come to include all the peoples of the world. 

• We who are now journeying, find ourselves made into this promised house. 
For we have become the Temple of the Holy Spirit. Peter tells us God’s 
reasons for having made us into this: “You are a chosen race, [and] a royal 
priesthood.” And God has done this so that “you may proclaim the mighty 
acts of him who called you out of darkness, into his marvelous light.” Peter is 
telling us that we have been chosen to be citizens of a holy nation, and 
God’s own people. Each of these aspects of our new identity in the Risen 
Lord has the same purpose. We have been chosen and called so that we 
might embody, and communicate, the Way, the Truth and the Life. Our 
calling is to share the mighty acts of God, the God who has called us out of 
darkness, into his own marvelous Light. 
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John 14:1-14 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way 
to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I 
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it.”  

Notes: 

 As I said in my sermon for Easter 3, 1

 See Acts 9:1ff.2

 Acts 18:24ff.3

 Acts 24:22.4

 Our Gospel reading is John 14:1-14.5

 An evocative phrase, variously attributed to St. Augustine, St. John Chrysostom, or to a Dear Abby 6

column (!) See http://ask.metafilter.com/240119/Reliably-sourcing-a-quote-about-the-church

 See 1 Peter 2:2-10, our Epistle reading today.7
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