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• What do I seek?  What do you seek? And, perhaps more importantly, what 
do we seek? ~> These are good questions. And all good questions when 
pursued rightly, can lead us to good answers.      [pause] 

• As you have noticed, I find that the paintings of James Tissot can help us 
better see and hear our Gospel readings. What you may not know is that 
Tissot was at first a very successful painter of non-religious pictures, in 
France and England. I particularly admire his beautiful paintings of boats 
and ships. His earlier work reminds me of works by other 19th century 
romantic high society painters, like John Singer Sargent. In 1871, Tissot 
moved to London where he acquired a reputation for his paintings of 
elegant and fashionably-dressed women. The waiting room of his studio 
was known for always having a bottle of iced champagne available to 
callers. 

• In 1885, Tissot exhibited 15 large paintings in Paris featuring the women of 
Paris. He then experienced a remarkable conversion in his faith, which 
transformed his life and art. For it led him to a long sojourn in the Holy Land, 
to paint biblical scenes while he studied its archaeology. The painting of 
which I have given you a copy today, provides a great example of what he 
learned from his time there. (note Tissot’s painting) 

• It is Passover in Jerusalem. Among the many hundreds or thousands of 
people who have come to the city for the great feast are some Greeks, who 
may be Jews or Gentiles.  Notice how Tissot portrays much more than the 1

immediate scene of a conversation, displaying his immense interest in first 
century Jerusalem. He imagines the Greeks walking over an arched 
causeway, which once bridged the Tyropoeon valley, on the southwest side 
of the Temple Mount. The festival pilgrims are approaching what might have 
been the most dramatic entrance to the Temple. Finding a fellow visitor who 
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also speaks Greek, they tell Philip why they have come. “Sir,” they say; “we 
wish to see Jesus!” 

• In his customary way, Tissot depicts Jesus as a rabbi clothed in white, and 
his painting is faithful to John’s presentation of the scene. The artist 
therefore does not show Jesus moving toward the inquiring Greeks, when 
he learns they want to see him. Instead, Jesus responds to Philip and 
Andrew in a curiously indirect way. Perhaps drawing upon an image in the 
book of Daniel, he says, “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.” Jesus speaks of his death and his vocation as being centered on 
God’s glorification. 

• Here, we begin to make sense of why Tissot depicts the Greek visitor’s 
arrival from Jesus’ perspective, instead of from their’s. And why he portrays 
the scene from the vantage point of the southwest corner of the Temple 
Mount. Along with Jesus, the artist has us looking out between hellenic 
columns, toward Mt. Zion. The occasion has deep meaning, and not just for 
faithful Jews. It has significance for all of Jerusalem, and everyone who has 
come to the great festival. It has implications for the whole world, both here 
in the holy city, and for all that lies over and beyond the hills to the west. 
Here, on a dramatic high point at the Temple Mount, Jesus stands in a place 
associated with the real-presence of God’s own glory. A voice from heaven 
then speaks of God’s name being glorified. The Gentile foreigners who are 
drawn to Jesus provide a sign, a sign of all those who will be drawn to him, 
when his glory is revealed on the cross. 

• This scene records the decisive moment that becomes the hinge point in 
John’s Gospel. Three times before, as John records, Jesus has said that his 
hour has not yet come.  But now, it has! Now is the hour for him to be 2

glorified. For, as Jesus says, this is the moment when “the ruler of this world 
will be driven out,” and replaced by the Son of Man. This decisive moment 
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sets in motion what John calls Jesus’ lifting up,’ when he will draw all people 
to himself. 

• And so, we attend to what the Greeks tell Philip. “Sir, we would see Jesus!”  3

John, in quoting them, is reporting more than a historical detail. Their 
request suggests to us a reflective question, which is suitable for people at 
all times and places, and especially for our Lenten self-discernment. You and 
I can ask ourselves this: do I approach my tasks and activities everyday 
wishing to see Jesus? It’s such a basic question. But it may not seem relevant 
to my immediate concerns. Yet, doesn’t this question reflect my ultimate 
concerns? And, if it doesn't, why not? But if it does point to what is ultimate, 
then why am I not more intentional about making this question a part of 
everything I do? 

• I need always to ask this because, as Jesus tells us, we find what we seek. 
And so I should be more reflective about what I am actually seeking, more of 
the time. 

• We may remember how Jesus says, ““Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and the one who seeks, finds, and to the one who knocks it 
will be opened.”  It’s possible that Jesus is commending a specific course of 4

action, and encouraging us to engage in it. But it’s also possible that he is 
simply stating what’s true, regardless of our intentions or efforts. In other 
words, instead of telling us what we should do, he may be reflecting on the 
nature of what we already do, and do quite unconsciously. People tend to 
find what they are looking for! And what we pay attention to, grows!  5

• We sometimes hear it said about someone, ‘he’s looking for trouble!’ The 
saying refers to a person who is unconsciously heading toward conflict or 
self-caused difficulty. But positive examples of the same point exist, as well. 
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Appreciative Inquiry, and the life philosophy of the photographer, Dewitt 
Jones, are all about developing the habit of looking for the good, and 
valuing what works, so that we celebrate and enjoy it. Because, whether we 
are a soccer player driving toward a goal, or behind the wheel of a car, or 
just living our lives, we steer toward what we are looking at. This begs a 
central question: What are we looking at? What are we mostly seeking? 

• Some examples from history may caution us. The witch hunts of earlier 
centuries, and the communist investigations of the 1950’s, provide 
unfortunate examples of people who found what they were looking for. That 
is because, when we believe that what we are seeking is real, and worth 
pursuing, we often find the object of our attention. So, why not look for what 
is right and true, and for what is good and beautiful? 

• We so commonly speak of looking for God, and of hoping to find God in 
our lives. And yet, when we spend much of our time and energy actually 
looking for something else, it is not God that we are finding! Especially 
because God is not someone or something ‘we find.’ Instead, we come to 
ourselves when we discern we have already been found by God.  What we 6

really seek is the experience of having been found. And so, the fruit of our 
search is already at hand—it is already within us. The Son of Man has been 
glorified. He has been glorified in God, and in history. And now, he is 
glorified in us. 
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James Tissot, Gentiles Ask to See Jesus 
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John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered 
them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will 
my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.  

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die.  

Notes: 

 The reference may be to Greek-speaking Jews from the Diaspora; see John 7:35. Yet, as a signal of 1

Jesus’ ministry having ‘cosmic’ or world-wide significance, they may be Greek-speaking Gentiles, “God-
fearers,” who come to worship at the Passover in Jerusalem with the people of Israel.

 See John 2:4; 7:30; and 8:20.2

 As the King James Version compactly translates the statement.3

 Matthew 7:7-8.4

 Peter Bourland tells me that this latter phrase comes from Living Systems theory.5

 Seek Luke 15:17 in context. Also see 1 John 4:19: “We love because he first loved us.”6
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