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• Here is something that’s always been true: We receive transcendent and 
true teaching from God, and we want to preserve its integrity.  Yet, at the 
same time, we try to protect and enhance the good of human community, 
where we so often fall-short of God’s true teaching. And so, within the 
church, we seem to have a ‘no-win’ situation. Either we allow less adherence 
to God’s teaching in our churches by lowering our standards, and welcome 
more members. Or, we promote greater adherence to God’s teaching, and 
then likely find ourselves with fewer members. To put it even more simply: 
we have a choice between more rules and fewer members, or, fewer rules 
and more members! [We must resist this overly-simplistic, either/or] 

• As was true in last week’s Gospel, we hear another parable and an allegory.  1

Quite probably, the parable again comes from Jesus, who may also have 
explained the allegory. But there is reason to believe that the allegory in the 
second half of our Gospel reflects the concerns of the church in Matthew’s 
time, in a very different setting from Jesus’ teaching. And just as we saw in 
last weeks parable about the sower, Jesus’ message seems first to be about 
the confident and abundant generosity that we find in God’s grace. For we 
hear about God’s willingness to cast the seed of the WORD far and wide, 
despite adverse circumstances. And, only then, after having made that point, 
does Jesus—and Matthew after him—provide the allegories that explore our 
difficulty in hearing what God offers, and our challenges to live out God’s 
will in church communities. 

• Another difference between the two parables, and the two allegories that 
accompany them, is this: the parables expressing God’s abundant grace 
have to do with now. They are about God’s Mission breaking into this world 
through Jesus’ ministry, and all the possibilities that are even now waiting to 
happen. By contrast, the allegories are more about problems and deficits, 
and the ways that God’s Word and God’s Mission fail to take root, or are 
opposed. The allegories therefore address our concerns in relation to the 
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future. Implicitly, they warn about what may not happen or come to be. 
Quite naturally then, Jesus’ parables nurture hope and confidence. At the 
same time, Matthew’s allegories address our real anxiety and worries. 

• Therefore, in the parable of the weeds we hear today, Jesus’ likely original 
intent was to share confidence about what God was doing through his 
wandering ministry. God’s word was being sown in the fields of this world, 
regardless of the circumstances. While we may have challenges about 
being open to God’s grace, forces that seek to subvert God’s mission are 
also present in this world. These opposed forces do not halt God’s mission, 
even if they appear to threaten it. Yet, as we all know, the activity of those 
who oppose God’s mission can distract us, cause us anxiety and fear, and 
lead us to try to manage those difficulties by ourselves. 

• A notable paradox lies within all this. Challenges and threats to God’s 
mission, whether we find them inside or outside the Church, make us 
impatient. But our impatience stands in marked contrast to God’s apparent 
great patience with these same forces. Think about God’s remarkable and 
surprising tolerance — in the face of all the obvious evil that we see around 
us. But think, also, of God’s patience in the face of the ungodliness that God 
sees within us! 

• I believe that this is the nub of Jesus’ ‘sower of the weeds’ parable, which we 
hear today. Something decisive has happened through the ministry of 
Jesus, something brought to fruition and fulfillment by his death and 
resurrection. It changed the world. We confess this as truth in our worship, 
even while on other days we might fear or doubt how it could ever be so. 
Here is the traditional response to our fears: In Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, God won victory over death and the powers of darkness. Even 
though God’s victory is secure, all is not yet as it shall be. For we have yet to 
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see, in all its glory, what Jesus predicts in our Gospel today: how “the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 

• Jesus’ parable tells us that the ultimate ‘sorting-out’ of everything and 
everyone is, and will be, God’s business alone. The ‘harvest’ is God’s 
operation, to be accomplished by God’s methods and in God’s timing. We 
also discern in our allegory that Jesus’ teaching has implications for our lives 
together until that great sorting-out occurs. Once again, we can build upon 
insights gained from last week’s parable and allegory. We observed that the 
allegory about differing soil conditions was best read and applied in 
relation to ourselves, rather than as applied to other people. For we always 
have more insight about ourselves than we do about others. If so, we have 
all the more reason for not assuming we are the ‘wheat,’ the fruit of the 
‘good seed,’ while at the same time trying to sort out who are the ‘weeds.’  

• We therefore keep in mind the parable of the sower, who sows the seed of 
Truth. As we do, we may avoid the way our allegory today heads toward 
identifying the good and bad seed, with good and bad people. Instead, let’s 
stick with the Word, and with the power of everyday words. Some of them 
convey truth, and some of them contain lies. As the preeminent sower of the 
Word, Jesus sows seeds of truth in his teaching. But, as modern world 
history illustrates, totalitarian regimes and corrupt ideologies are capable of 
sowing the seeds of deceit, and lies, within the field of public conversation.  

• Here, we must recognize that we are all capable of sowing the seeds of 
deceit and falsehood within our ‘fields’ of conversation, both in and beyond 
church community. We may think we are clear about the difference between 
truth and falsehood in terms of ideas. But, it’s quite another thing to try and 
extract the ‘weeds’ of lies from our community relationships, or our 
conversations, without harming both in the process. 
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• How, then, can we honor God’s transcendent Truth, and at the same time 
maintain Godward community that might sometimes, or even often, include 
the presence of ungodly thoughts, words and behavior? Here are some 
points to consider, in response: 

• God’s Mission is generous, wide and encompassing, embracing not only all 
people, but the whole world and all its life. 

• There are spiritual forces in the world that oppose God’s Mission, which 
sometimes manifest themselves in human conversation and action (even in 
our own). 

• Especially when it comes to people, the ultimate sorting-out of the world is 
God’s business and God’s business alone. Therefore, we are not tasked with 
that ‘sorting’ process. Nor should we ever presume to know the final resolve 
of these things. 

• And yet, in spite of the truth of all this, we face a challenging task. Whether 
in ourselves, or in the words and actions of others, we encounter lies and 
harmful acts. When we do, we not only can, but we also should, call into 
question the character of what we perceive. To call into question lies and 
people’s action is not the same as to judge and to condemn the persons 
involved… especially when our questions are motivated by love. For by 
asking perceptive questions, we can learn from discernment. And, we can 
express our hope for reconciliation, a reconciliation anchored in a Truth that 
is not grounded within ourselves. 
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James Tissot, The Enemy Who Sows 
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Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came 
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then 
do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to 
be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 

Notes: 

 Compare Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 and Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.1
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