
Funeral Homily for Sue Billington / 18 August 2018

• The cover of our worship bulletin this morning has one form of the opening 
words that we often speak at funerals: “I am Resurrection and I am Life,” says 
the Lord.  As Christians, we celebrate how the Son of God became the 1

Resurrection that we seek, and the Life that we desire. But we celebrate 
these truths not as spectators do when they cheer sports figures, nor as fans 
do when they praise celebrities. We celebrate Jesus as Resurrection and Life 
precisely because he came to do something with and within us, and not 
simply to do something for us, at a remove. 

• The solemn Prayer Book words with which we began this service speak an 
undeniable truth: “In the midst of life we are in death; from whom can we 
seek help?”  For we know only too well that sickness and death are ever-2

present features of this world. And so we turn to Jesus because he came to 
us, and came to us in the midst of our real needs. 

• As most people realize, sickness and death are not the only adversaries that 
we fear in this life. We also know how the power of evil, and the influence of 
the demonic, are real aspects of the universe. Even if we may disagree 
about which aspects of the world embody or represent these adversaries, 
we know they exist and are real. Because we know this, we respect their 
power. For they can bend and shape our lives in ways that do not build us 
up, but in fact wear us down. Despite our best intentions, we sometimes 
cooperate with the human-diminishing power of these adversaries, which 
work against the design and hope of our Creator. And so we cry out, “Holy 
and merciful Savior, deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.”  3

• As the holy angels know, and as saints down through history have believed, 
God is greater than these adversaries. And to our wonder, and sometimes 
to our confusion, God allows them to exist, we know not why! But what we 
do know for sure is this ~ God is great, and God is all-powerful, and God is 
on our side, no matter what! 
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• Some metaphors I have heard in recent weeks, seem worth noting here. 
They are expressed in three parallel phrases: ‘play the cards you have been 
given;’ (or from golf,) ‘play the ball from where it lies;’ and (from sailing,) 
‘navigate with the winds you encounter.’  

• In any journey, whether physical or spiritual, we all start from where we are, 
and not from where we might have been, if only…   [pause]  “If only!”  Those 
are words we use when looking back, and when we lament the past. It is 
hard to avoid the suspicion that something like fate has caused the things 
we regret. It is equally hard to keep from blaming something or someone 
for our troubles. But a focus on what we might call ‘cruel Fortune’ is 
antithetical to the faithful assurance we have received. For God blesses us 
with merciful Providence. Trusting in God, believing in God’s Mercy, resting 
upon God’s Love ~ these are spiritual practices that allow us to see and live 
forward. These are postures of the heart. And they enable us to sail with the 
winds we have been given, rather than lament the way things have turned 
out. 

• Think of the phrases, would have, could have, should have ~ they refer to 
familiar and not irrelevant considerations. But they are speculative, and they 
often lead us into deceptive distractions. We can only start each new day 
from where we are. And in God, this is always good.  

• I am mindful of these several themes as I think about Sue, and her long 
struggle with illness and other challenges in her life. Her ability to remain 
positive rather than negative, as well as her ability to express gratitude ~ 
these are remarkable attributes given the difficulties with which she 
contended. She might well have become critical of others, whose way 
through life has been more smooth and less complicated than hers. But she 
did not. Michele tells me that  she embraced living simply, and that she 
valued relationships, not things. These positive aspects of her approach to 
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life help me to understand how she did not end up being angry at, nor 
blaming God for her circumstances. Such anger, and the despair that 
inevitably comes with it, are hard to avoid when we find ourselves 
confronting forces that seem greater than ourselves. And yet, she did not 
lose her faith, her faith in the One who stands at the open door, and who 
bids us enter. 

• Jesus said, “in my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.”  With 4

these words, he was not just speaking to one or two faithful and lucky ones 
among his followers. He was speaking to all of them — and hence, to all of 
us. He was promising life in his Father’s house to all who might stay near him 
in the hours ahead, during his suffering. But, in his loving mercy, he was also 
making the same promise to those who might walk away from him, or who 
might simply drift elsewhere, when things got tough. For he is the one who 
also said, “behold, I am making all things new!” 

• There is a prayer that we use on two of the most important days in the 
church year. We pray it both on Good Friday and on Easter Sunday, as 
different as those two days seem to be. This prayer speaks to our hope. It 
speaks to our hope for Sue, in her passage through death to the other side. 
And it speaks to our hope for ourselves, as we anticipate the same: 

 “O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: … by the effectual 
working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; 
let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are 
being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, 
and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through 
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord…”   5

• As the author of life, Jesus is our friend in death. For, as Scripture and our 
liturgy remind us, “to [God’s] faithful people, life is changed, not ended.”   6
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Notes: 

 BCP:491.1

 BCP:492.2

 BCP:4923

 From John 14:1-6.4

 See BCP:280, 291; the same prayer is also used at ordinations.5

 Words from the proper preface appointed for the Commemoration of the Dead, BCP:382.6
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