
GOD  IS  AT  WORK  AMONG  US

“God is at work within you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”  Philippians 2:13 

We heard these words in a recent Sunday Epistle reading. There are at least three 
ways to hear the first phrase in this quote from Paul: 

God is… First, we acknowledge the reality of God, especially in relation to the 
world, and all that God has created.  

God is at work… Second, we affirm that not only exists, but that God is actively 
involved in Creation. 

God is at work within me/us. Third, we state our life-giving belief that God is 
not only at work somewhere, but that God is at work within us. 

*   *   * 

There are many reasons to be thankful ~ for our lives and those of our loved ones; for 
our homes and how our material needs are met; for health and strength, when we 
have it, and for good care when we don’t; for our faith and for our church community. 
Every Sunday we celebrate the Eucharist ~ “the great thanksgiving,” as our Prayer 
Book also calls it. Whether Christian prayer does anything else, it always involves 
returning thanks to God, the giver of all good gifts. 

For centuries, Anglicans have concluded Morning and Evening Prayer with the 
General Thanksgiving, which includes these words, directed to God: “give us such an 
awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days.” 

We express our appreciation for all that we have received not only through our 
prayers, but also by the pattern of our lives, and our spiritual practices. Returning 
thanks with gifts to God through the Church is an important part of such practices. 

Most of all, we can return thanks for the many ways that God is at work within us, and 
among us, at Grace Church. 

Here, more specifically, we can do three things: 1) Look for, and discern how God is at 
work among us; 2) Identify and name how God is at work in these ways; 3) Return 
thanks for, and tell others about, how God is at work among us. 

To me, it comes down to this ~> that we need to discern, then name, and then share 
with others, how and in what ways God is at work within and among us at Grace. 


