
Funeral Homily for Sara Clay / 13 July 2018

• Like many of you, I have been prayerfully thinking about Sara these past 
days. I keep going back to memories of her and Bill, faithfully here for our 
early worship service. Their pattern, in itself, is something important.  But so 
is something else that may be less familiar to Grace Church members, but 
which is widely-known in the broader community. As her family shared with 
us in the obituary, Sara had a more-than-ordinary commitment to her 
vocation and work. She practiced her trained profession for over 50 years. 
This is a notable accomplishment in our culture, which no longer seems to 
reward loyalty nor long-term commitments. And, in this regard, Sarah’s 
strong example might help us think about how we best respond to an even 
higher ‘vocation.’ 

• Here is something we can observe in everyday life: it seems that most 
people either have a sense for, or feel somehow denied from, realizing two 
common aspirations. We aspire to be something, and also do something 
important. From time to time I counsel younger folks, and two questions 
often arise, directly related to these two aspirations: ‘what should I do?’ And, 
‘who should I be?’ Perhaps these have always been the ‘big’ questions for 
young people. Yet, these days, asking such questions often prompts 
uncertainty, and even some anxiety. Observing this may give us an insight 
concerning people of Sara’s generation. Sara and my mom would have 
been contemporaries and realizing this, a thought occurs to me. Were they 
as intimidated by what we consider to be the ‘big’ questions, as much as 
some of us seem to be?  

• For example, we may find ourselves saying about Sara what we might also 
say about many of her peers, that they did ‘everything right!’ At a relatively 
early age, Sara identified her life partner; she identified her future 
professional occupation; and she opened herself to, and by God’s blessing 
received, a big family. What wonderful gifts! In one sense, she and her 
generation seemed to have had it all figured out, and were people who 
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made ‘big’ things look simple. And yet, as we might imagine or have 
experienced ourselves, these features of her life can also involve hard and 
complicated decisions. 

• Having appreciated these things about Sara, we can then name something 
further, and deeper. It was an impulse, and an insight, that I believe drew 
her, with Bill, to Grace. We have noted the outwardly evident way that Sara 
pursued her career and her other public commitments, and for so many 
years. Yet, from the way she lived, and in her spiritual practice of worship (as 
I observed it), we can infer an equally strong and sustained inward 
commitment. Why else would someone come to worship at her parish 
church in especially bad weather as well as in good? Sara did. And, why else 
would she still come here for the Eucharist, at a later time in the morning 
than she was used to, because an earlier service was no longer available. 
And yet, she did. 

• Here, I am mindful of some words from our first reading, from Lamentations. 
I think they express well the spirit I discerned within Sara, as she 
approached worship here: “The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to 
the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the 
salvation of the Lord.” In an age when many of us get to events at the very 
last minute, Bill and Sara always seemed to be here early ~ indeed, early 
enough to enjoy a cup of coffee before the service began. 

• Now, as people of faith, who are also realistic and thoughtful, we know that 
institutions, even strong ones, come and go. But we keep coming to church, 
whether or not we like the liturgy, the service times or the preaching. And, 
we keep coming, whether or not we like the Prayer Book or the music. This is 
because we are here for something more, something deeper, and 
something less dependent upon the fashions of the moment. We are here 
because of inward and abiding things. And these inward and abiding things 
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are signaled, and symbolized, for us by the outward things that we do 
together in this holy space. For we are here because we seek to know the 
Way, and the Truth, and the Life toward which all these things lead. 

• Understanding our Gospel reading for this service depends, in part, on 
being sensitive to this distinction between the inner and the outer; and 
between what is only of the moment, and what lasts. We hear Jesus 
speaking to his disciples at the Last Supper. He says, “In my Father’s house, 
there are many dwelling places…” Another way to translate this would be to 
say that in his Father’s house, there are many abiding places. Jesus is talking 
about how a large and expansive life awaits us on the other side of the veil. 
It is inversely proportional to what was probably the small and cramped 
room in which he said those words. Jesus was not talking about outward 
physical rooms, but about inward spiritual life. As John was so careful to 
notice, Jesus spoke in a particular way about our new life in him. Eternal or 
‘abiding’life is not something we have to wait for; it is something that begins 
now. 

• This helps us know, with faithful confidence, that Sara now enjoys being in 
the fuller presence of our Lord. And how, in an abiding way, she is 
experiencing the expansive new life that our Lord opens to all of us. Thanks 
be to God for this gracious mercy!
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