
Martin Buth Funeral Homily,   July 31,  2017

• We gather here this afternoon to pay our respects to Martin Buth, and to 
honor his family. As we do, we give thanks to God for Martin’s life among us, 
and for the ways that God’s grace was manifest in him. Over the course of 
the ten years that I have known Martin, it has been evident to me that he 
lived a godward life. He lived toward completeness. And he lived into the 
kind of fulfillment in life, that we all hope for ourselves. We give thanks for 
his humility and gentle awareness of his own mortality, in the face of 
limitations we all share. 

• Despite the sadness we feel today, we are able to do something that will 
also bring us joy. We can entrust to Almighty God’s eternal care, Martin 
Buth, a faithful servant of the Lord, and longtime member of this church. 

• For those of us who mourn, every death—whether of an infant at birth, or of 
someone like Martin in the fullness of life—every death has the power to 
remind us of what it means to be human, and to remind us of our own sense 
of incompleteness. At the same time, the death of a loved one presents us 
with an opportunity, an opportunity opened by asking a question: What is 
this all about? And we don’t get at ‘what this is all about,’ until we consider 
the final horizon for our lives. This is not the horizon formed by the estimate 
that others may make of us, whether that estimate be how our friends and 
family think of us; the evaluation of our life by the Press; or in terms of what 
historians might later say about us. The final horizon for our lives is our 
greatest source of humility: for it involves preparing to meet our Maker and 
Redeemer, face to face. 

• We know that God is good, and that God is love. And so, encouraged by 
Martin’s approach to life, we can face our final horizon with assurance. We 
may view what lies ahead with wonder,  and with perhaps some fear and 
trembling. But we can also approach seeing our Lord with courage and 
hope.  
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• Most of us know that God allowed Martin to face a difficult challenge in his 
final years. In the mystery of God’s Providence, Martin had to bear with a 
situation every one of us hopes we never have to face ~ that he would be 
preceded in death by a son, and especially by a son bearing his own name. 
God’s love for us is sometimes hard to understand. I am personally grateful 
for the way that Martin was a faithful servant of the Lord during those 
difficult days. As we honor and give thanks for his life, we therefore have the 
opportunity to gain strength from his example. 

• With Martin, we can try to see something that is difficult for us to see. We 
know that our Father’s sovereign and loving wisdom has been brought into 
the world, and into our lives, through his Son. And we know that through his 
Son, our Father has granted us the gift of his own Holy Spirit. And so, in our 
prayers today, and on every occasion when we mourn the death of a loved 
one, we want to see something more. We want to discern how there might 
be an unexpected source a joy and strength for us, in the midst of our loss. 

• God's sovereign and loving wisdom finds us in the midst of the challenges 
that we face. Being people who believe that this is true, even when 
circumstances seem to tell otherwise, we can identify the ground of our 
confidence in believing that this is so. 

• On the night before his arrest and death, when fear and uncertainty hung in 
the air, Jesus gathered his friends for what became a mystical meal 
together. Boldly, he offered them a confession that could have been 
received in very different ways. He said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 
In that context, his words might have sounded like moral encouragement, a 
way of saying to his friends that they should be brave and optimistic. Judas 
had already departed to betray him, when Jesus said these words. But if 
Judas had still been present, surely—to him—they would have sounded like 
the idealistic words of a disappointing dreamer, words from a man who to 
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him may have seemed like a holy fool. At least a few others in the room 
heard Jesus in a different way. Some of them believed that he was 
expressing a social truth, which would soon be recognized by everyone, and 
which would therefore diffuse all the tension and looming conflict that filled 
the city. 

• I think it’s fair to say that none of those who had joined Jesus at that meal 
were prepared for what actually happened. And so they were not yet 
prepared to appreciate what Jesus really meant, about being the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. Because he embodied the Truth, he would become the 
actual Way through earthly death, into the fullness of Life. 

• As we are reminded every year, we are a people who know that Easter 
always follows Palm Sunday and Good Friday. The Lord to whom we look in 
hope, and in whose heart we always wish to be remembered, also 
experienced the limitations of human physical embodiment and the 
suffering it can entail. For centuries Christians have realized that the wonder 
of Christian hope is not just a special gift given to some lucky people ~ 
those who seem to go through life largely untouched by trouble or difficulty. 
Christian hope is real and profound precisely because it arises from ashes, 
from the dust of Creation and the dust of the tomb. Christian hope begins 
with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

• At his last supper with his disciples, and before he faces his darkest hour, 
Jesus speaks with faith and a holy intuition about all this. His body would 
soon be subject to abuse by fallen sinners, and then confined to the very 
small space of a rock-hewn tomb. Yet, he had his eyes focused on the many 
rooms, the many mansions, that our heavenly Father has prepared for us. In 
a moment of shared apprehension, in a darkened evening in Jerusalem 
when harm seemed all around, our Lord Jesus spoke of the Way to True Life. 
His friends and followers were already on the Way with him; and they had 

© Stephen Holmgren 2017 / Homily for Martin Buth Funeral, July 31, 2017                                          !3



Martin Buth Funeral Homily,   July 31,  2017

already experienced glimpses of the True Life through him. He encouraged 
them to keep their eyes on the same point toward which God wants to bring 
all of us. 

• When Jesus spoke about how, in his Father's house, there are many rooms, 
he was talking with his disciples before his death and resurrection. They had 
not yet figured out the significance of his teaching them to pray, “Our Father 
in heaven.” Jesus was telling us this: that in Our Father's house, there are 
many rooms, rooms in which we have already begun to live, even if only in 
part. In faith, we already have begun to live in the many large rooms—the 
mansions, really—that make up our Father’s house, where Martin now lives 
along with Marty, and with all our loved ones who have gone before us. 
Today, we celebrate this fact: Our Father has a great house, in which—
through grace—we have already begun to live, as well.
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