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• On the last Sunday before Lent, I shared with you photos of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. I highlighted the bridge’s two towers, and compared the first 
tower to that last Sunday before Lent, when our Gospel featured Jesus’ 
Transfiguration. I also pointed to its Resurrection parallel today, on Easter 
Sunday. Therefore, the last Sunday before Lent, and today, the first Sunday 
after Lent, are like the twin towers of a suspension bridge. Between them 
stretches the season of Lent. Both Jesus’ Transfiguration, and his 
Resurrection, reveal power and light! Like the towers of the Golden Gate, we 
pass through these mysteries as if through a gateway, to a new place 
beyond. Jesus’ Transfiguration was a gateway to aspects of him, not fully 
disclosed to the disciples. And his Resurrection is a gateway to aspects of 
ourselves, which are not yet apparent to us. Transfiguration and 
Resurrection; light and power: these are things that belong together, just as 
do heaven and earth. But how? 

• One way to grow into the Easter mystery is to reflect on power and light. 
Having grown up in a Christian family in Japan, one particular historical fact 
stays with me. Paradoxically, the atomic bombing of Hiroshima occurred on 
the Feast of the Transfiguration of Jesus. Every year on August 6, we 
celebrate Jesus’ Transfiguration. In a dazzling display of power and light, his 
divinity was revealed to his disciples. Yet, on the very same day in 1945, and 
not by design, the most disturbing demonstration of power and light ever 
seen, was disclosed to the world at Hiroshima. 

• Power and light. Think about how often we associate these terms with things 
we can measure, and in terms of things we can predict. This past week, you 
may have heard about the measurable power, and the predictable effect, of 
a massive conventional bomb. Yet, in positive ways, with burning coal or 
natural gas, or through the electricity these sources generate, we also 
predict the measurable power and light we might gain. We see this in the 
names of many municipal utilities, which provide signs of how we assume 
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the quantifiable benefits of power and light. Think, for example, of entities 
like Indianapolis Power and Light, or Kansas City Power and Light. 

• But here is the paradox: We rightly associate the revealing of power and 
light with Jesus’ Resurrection. And we see the same dynamic elements in his 
Transfiguration, which gave an earlier glimpse of these same things. Yet, 
divine power and divine light are neither measurable nor are they 
predictable. We cannot define God’s power and Grace. Nor can we predict 
when or where God’s gifts will be disclosed in our experience. Here we 
should remember a traditionally-recognized criteria for a miracle. Miracles 
are often defined as an unpredictable and unrepeatable variation of the 
laws of nature. The critical point rests on who does the predicting. We 
cannot predict miracles. But, of course, God —who is the author and enabler 
of them— can! And God gives us abundance that we cannot quantify, even if 
we are inclined to try. 

• So, though we can predict and measure physical power and light, we cannot 
predict, nor can we measure, metaphysical or supernatural power and light. 
We cannot quantify grace, nor locate its presence through a means like 
GPS. But, as people of Faith, there is one thing that we can do, regarding 
God’s power and light. We can describe it! We can describe it because we 
meet it in a person, in the Risen Lord. And then, we meet it in one another. 
As Paul says in our Epistle, “when Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with him in glory.”  1

• To get at how and why this is so, we need to remember a biblical truth that 
we learn in today’s Gospel. James Tissot’s painting of Jesus’ Resurrection 
provides a good illustration of it (and I have put a copy of his painting in your 

worship bulletin this morning). Here is the point: obviously, the Resurrection 
happened to Jesus. He died and was buried. And God raised him from the 
dead. Resurrection therefore happened to him. 
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• Yet, we also need to recognize how the Resurrection of Jesus then 
happened to other people.  It happened to the women who discovered the 2

empty tomb; it happened to the disciples who arrived there; it also 
happened to the uncomprehending soldiers guarding the tomb.  And, 3

through our Baptism and Eucharistic sharing, the resurrection happens to 
us. Today, the Resurrection will also happen to Cyrus, to Simone, and to 
Mary Marjorie. And it will continue to happen to them and to us. Sometimes 
it will happen in large ways; but often it happens in small ways, every day. 
We can neither predict nor measure its presence. Yet, there is one thing we 
can do concerning God’s grace-filled power and light. We can describe how 
Resurrection power and light impacts our lives, and how it transforms our 
community. This is our most powerful witness to the Risen Lord. 

• Look at how Tissot portrays this impact. He depicts the glory of the Risen 
Jesus as a dramatic revelation of power and light ~ a manifestation of 
energy and illumination that overwhelms everything in its way, and affects 
every person nearby. The stone in front of the tomb has been thrown aside; 
the solders and other tomb visitors have been knocked down; the lamp 
stands are pushed off-kilter, and the powerful light emerging from the tomb 
renders  their glow pale by comparison. We are accustomed to think that 
nuclear weapons provide the greatest display of power and light ever seen. 
But, the most glorious revelation of power and light comes from the 
Resurrection. And we know this is real from our own experience. 

• Here is a truth we can speak: there is a new energy loose in the world; it 
surrounds us, and it touches us within! It is a power unlike any other that we 
know. As one writer has put it, “the tomb is empty, and the world is full of 
something that we had not known before.”  We can neither measure it, nor 4

predict when and where we will sense it. Yet, we can describe it, and 
recognize it, when we gather together. This is because God’s energy is 
personal. We meet it in our Risen Lord, and we meet it in one another. As 
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another writer observes, “where Christianity lives today, … it’s because of 
witnesses like those … souls in Judea and Galilee, whose conversion began 
with… life-changing encounters with the Risen One.” Therefore, “the witness 
of radically converted lives has been the lifeblood of Christianity ever since, 
for … the bottom line of Christian faith is the encounter with a person, the 
Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.”  5

• God is gracing our church with Jesus’ Resurrection power and light. We see 
this especially when we gather for Eucharist and prayer. Through our Risen 
Lord, God transfigures our experience of worship and fellowship, and 
transforms the character of our service to others. God’s Spirit is doing this by 
infusing our hearts and minds, and blessing our work together, through 
Resurrection light and Holy Spirit power. 

• We prayed these words on Good Friday: “O God of unchangeable power 
and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and 
sacred mystery…”  There it is ~> power and light! God’s own being is 6

permeated by unchangeable power and eternal light. Through Jesus’ 
resurrection, God shares this power and light with all of us, who make up 
the wonderful and sacred mystery of the Church. This is why we find God’s 
power and light here in our midst. And, why we experience these things with 
each other. The Risen Jesus gives us joy and strength, in our fellowship 
together. Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
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James Tissot, The Resurrection of Jesus 
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Notes: 

 From Colossians 3:1-4.1

 I first discerned the importance of this point from reading Rowan Williams 1982 book, Resurrection.2

 See Matthew’s account of the discovery of the Resurrection, in our Gospel today (28:1-10).3

 Kevin D. Williamson, “He Is Not Here,” National Review, April 16, 2017 (accessed online)4

 George Weigel, “Easter and the ‘Panula Option’,” The National Review (online), April 15, 2017.5

 From a collect appointed for Good Friday, the Easter Vigil, and for Ordinations (see BCP:280).6
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