
Hello. I’m Claire Olgren and as Fr. Holmgren said he asked if I would be 

willing to share what I am thankful for here at Grace, how I see God at 

work in and among us. So in true Olgren fashion, I set about making a top 

ten list. However, within a few minutes I had a list that not only was too 

long, it was impossible to rank. So in no particular order here are ten 

random moments when I witnessed God’s presence at Grace this past 

year: 

1. An email chain coordinating support for a young family whose child 

was ill 

2. Weekly announcements inviting young adults to a meal, and all of us 

to Wednesday morning prayer 

3. Gardening last weekend with 5 handsome strong men 

4. Sisters gently helping their mother into the service 

5. Jo Freudland inviting a reticent, younger participant into the Godly 

Play circle 

6. A young Mom, pregnant, with her own son at her knees, comforting 

another family’s crying infant so her parents can more fully 

participate in worship 

7. Grace’s softball team gleefully celebrating a victory 

8. A teen girl helping her mother clean the silver after a service 



9.  A trunk full of flowers from an aunt’s garden used to decorate our 

fall picnic tables 

10.Our tireless IHN and Partners in Housing leaders announcing they 

had more than enough volunteers 

Volunteers are at the center of each of these occasions. And this list is by 

no means complete. There are so many other ways we as a community 

take care of one another. As the national news is filled with tragedies, 

acts of violence and hatred toward those who are different, we come 

together to support one another. Reflecting the Episcopal value that all 

are welcome here, we come from different generations, different 

cultures, different political and religious backgrounds, and acknowledge 

that as disciples, loving one another as God has loved us, is more 

important than anything else. Grace has a strong academic core, but for 

me personally, I have grown most in my knowledge of God by praying and 

working alongside all of you. God is indeed here, at work in and among 

us. 

Thanksgiving is a celebration of our blessings. Grace has been given the 

‘talents’ of a congregation that supports one another, as well as this 



beautiful building and amazing staff. How do we personally invest in 

these, as the servant with the 5 talents did, to help them flourish? This is 

not just about money – although the building, staff, and programs do 

require financing, and the vestry will be grateful for any contribution you 

feel called to make – it is more about where God is leading us to go.  

During this Autumn Ingathering, take some time to make your own list of 

where you have seen God at work in and among us this past year, and 

then how you might foster that work in the coming year. If, with God’s 

help, we remain fearless in our work of sharing what we have been given, 

in the end, we will hear the words we deeply long for: “Well done, good 

and faithful servant”. 


